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“Taking the DTI to the people campaign”

The Department of Trade and Industry together with the provincial Department of Economic Development,
Environment and Tourism embarked on a campaign, “taking the DTI to the people campaign” in Vhembe,
Mopani and Sekhukhune Districts from the 18" to 21% July 2007. Deputy Minister of the DTI Ms. Elizabeth
Thabethe and the MEC for Economic Development, Environment and Tourism Mr. Collins Chabane led a
strong delegation of senior officials from the two departments and various parastatals (i.e. SEDA, CIPRO,
NEF, IDC, SAMAF, KHULA, TEO, CCRD, SAWEN, LIBSA, TIL, LTP and LIMDEV) on a massive campaign
of bringing the DTl and the services it offers to the people of Limpopo.

At the heart of this initiative is the introduction of government programmes supporting and promoting SMMEs
of both financial and non-financial nature. Deputy Minister Thabethe said on the 18™ July 2007 in Lenyenye
that “the primary aim of this campaign is to create awareness about the DTI's products and services and
concretize government’s commitment to work with communities to ensure that progress to better the lives of
all South Africans is sustained”.

MEC Chabane has expressed appreciation over the gesture of DTI to extend its services in Limpopo when
he said “the physical presence of some of the DTI's agencies and their programmes will go a long in
complementing what Limpopo is currently offering to the SMMEs”. The official opening of the SEDA offices
on Saturday 21% July 2007 epitomizes maximum government commitment to promote and support SMMEs
in Limpopo. We look forward intensify this campaign to cover majority of our municipalities.
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